THE VISVA-BHARATI QUARTERLY
internationalism, Gandhi's mission of liberation embraced
entire humanity, and Tagore's love of his country was as
deep-rooted and as intense as Gandhi's.
Says Gandhi:
I am wedded to India, because I believe absolutely
that she has a mission for the world-----  My religion
has no geographical limits,   I have a living faith in it
which will transcend even my love for India herself.
Again:
For me, patriotism is the same as humanity. I am
patriotic because I am human and humane. My
patriotism is not exclusive. I will not hurt England
or Germany to serve India. ... A patriot is so much
less a patriot if he is a lukewarm humanitarian.
Tagore's patriotism needs no advocate. His songs were on
the lips of Bengal's martyrs face to face with the gallows. He
wanted the freedom of India, not that she may shut herself
up in her isolation, nor that she should lord it over other
nations, but that she may be in a position to offer to the
world her best gifts and be able to accept from others the
best they have to offer. He resented India's political sub-
jugation because to continue existence as 'the eternal rag-
picker at other people's dustbins' is the greatest shame:
All humanity's greatest is mine. The infinite per-
sonality of man can only coine from the magnificent
harmony of all human races. My prayer is that India
may represent the co-operation of all the peoples of
the earth. For India unity is truth and division evil.
No two Indians of recent times have raised their country's
stature so high, given their countrymen so much to be
proud of and revealed to them the greatness of their heritage
and the possibilities of their future so vividly as these two.
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